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Bridgnorth  Rural  District  Council 


BRIDGNORTH. 

1st  June,  1953. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of  your  district 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952.  It  has  been  drawn  up  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health's  Circular  2/53  dated  the  22nd 
January,  1953. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  the  birth-rate  was  higher  and 
the  death-rate  lower  than  the  comparable  figures  for  the  whole  country. 
The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  mid-1952  was 
16,510. 

A Public  Inquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  was  held  on  the  29th  July,  1952,  into  the  Council's 
proposed  Low  Level  Water  Supply  and  approval  to  the  scheme  has  now 
been  obtained.  The  supply  will  bring  piped  water  to  many  parishes  where 
there  has  not  hitherto  been  a piped  supply. 

The  Joint  High  Level  Scheme  has  not  yet  reached  the  stage  of  an 
Inquiry  being  held,  but  discussions  have  been  held  during  the  year  with 
the  other  Local  Authority  concerned. 

It  is  hoped  also  that  a new  sewage  disposal  plant  for  Highley  Village 
will  receive  approval  from  the  Ministry  when  it  is  submitted.  The  two 
plants  which  serve  the  village  now  are  not  efficient,  and  in  view  of  the 
Council's  future  housing  plans  for  Highley  it  would  seem  be^jthat  a plant 
capable  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  all  the  village  should  oe 
provided. 

During  the  year  46  Council  Houses  were  completed  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  a further  48  were  under  construction.  In  addition  to  these  a 
further  12  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  seven  were  under  construc- 
tion at  31/12/52. 

The  Council  have  now  built  254  houses  up  lo  the  end  of  1952,  and 
of  these  184  have  been  built  since  the  end  of  the  war. 


JAMES  L.  GREGORY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bridgnorth  Rural  District 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1952. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  216  104  112 

Illegitimate  11  6 5 

Totals  227  110  117 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  population  = 190 

STILL  BIRTHS  Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  4 2 2 

Illegitimate  — — . 1 

Totals  4 2 3 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  =21-5 

Total.  M.  F. 

DEATHS  138  73  65 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  of  population  = 9 7 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES:  No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 

deaths.  total  births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  — 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil  — 

Total  Nil  — 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  : No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 

deaths.  live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

births  7 32-4 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

births  — — 

Cc)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  7 30-8 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  : — 

Birth  Rate  15-3  per  1,000  of  population. 

Death  Rate  1F3  per  1,000  of  population. 

DEATHS  FROM  : 

Cancer  24 

Tuberculosis  — Pulmonary  3 

Non-pulmonary  1 

Measles  1 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Poliomyelitis  — 


SECTION  A. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAI.  STATISTICS. 
GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  101,040 

Estimated  population,  mid  1952  16,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3,710 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  £63,774 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  £260 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates.  — Live  births  registered  numbered  227,  of 
which  number  11  were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  was  19  0 per  1,000 

Still  Births.  — These  numbered  four  and  the  Still  Birth  Rate  was 
21-5  per  1,000  total  births. 

Infant  Mortality.  — Seven  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  30  8,  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  (27*6). 

Puerperal  Deaths.  — No  deaths  weve  recorded  from  conditions 
associated  with  child-birth. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. — Deaths  numbered  138  (males  73,  females 
65),  which  is  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  Death  Rate  was 
9-7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  causes  of  death  were  chiefly  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation.  Cancer,  and  Vascular  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System.  These  three  conditions  accounted  for  99  out  of  the  total  of  138 
deaths.  The  causes  of  death  are  given  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population.  — The  births  exceeded  the  deaths 
by  89. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers.  — The  names  and  qualifications  of  Officers  are 
given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report.  There  have  been  no  changes  during 
the  year. 

Laboratory  Services.  — Facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury,  for  the  examination  of 
samples  of  water,  m.iik,  ice  cream,  etc.,  etc.,  and  also  of  specimens  sent 
in  by  doctors  for  diagnostic  purposes.  The  chemical  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  Chester. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home.  — Particulars  of  the  services  provided  will  be 
found  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  woik 
is  carried  on  by  District  Nurses,  Mid-wives  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors. 

Ambulance  Services.  — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  for 
ambulances,  and  in  case  one  is  required  the  doctor  or  other  person  should 
telephone  Shrewsbury  2626.  Two  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting  cases 
are  stationed  at  Bridgnorth,  but  the  chie^  depot  is  at  Shrewsbury. 

Hospitals.  — The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  remains  as 
formerly,  except  that  Innage  House  is  now  for  Part  111.  cases  only  and 
chronic  sick  are  sent  to  Shifnal  Hospital.  The  new  arrangements  for 
hospital  accommodation  have,  on  the  whole,  worked  well,  although  there 
have  been  complaints  in  some  cases  regarding  the  distance  that  relatives 
have  to  travel  to  see  the  sick. 

Chest  Clinic.  — The  main  Clinic  is  at  Shrewsbury,  17  Belmont,  and 
the  telephone  number  is  Shrewsbury  3068.  One  of  the  Chest  Physicians 
attends  at  the  Welfare  Centre  at  Bridgnorth  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  11  a.m.  to  see  cases  referred  to  him  by  medical  practitioners. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  — As  in  former  years,  children  can  be 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  either  at  the  schools,  the  Welfare  Centre 
at  Northgate,  Bridgnorth,  or  by  their  private  doctor  at  their  own  homes. 


Application  should  be  made  to  the  County  Health  Offices,  College  Hill, 
Shrewsbury. 

Venereal  Diseases.  — The  Clinic  is  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and 
the  days  and  hours  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

Males  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6 — 8 p.m. 

Females  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

There  are  also  Clinics  at  Wolverhampton  and  Kidderminster. 

School  Clinics.  — The  County  Council  have  Clinics  at  Bridgnorth 


and  Highley.  At  Highley  the  hours  are  9 — 10  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday. 
At  Bridgnorth  the  hours  are  10 — 11  a.m.  on  Mondays  and  9 — 10  on  other 
week-days. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

This  section  of  the  Report  deals  with  matters  concerned  with 
environmental  hygiene  such  as — water  supplies,  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal,  public  cleasing,  rodent  control,  and  the  inspection  of  factories 
and  workshops.  I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  facts 
and  figures  in  this  and  the  two  following  sections  dealing  with  Housing 
and  Food  Inspection. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  it  is  estimated  that 
948  have  a piped  supply  to  the  house  from  Public  Supplies,  259  have  a 
supply  from  stand-pipes,  and  117  have  a private  piped  supply.  The 
remainder  get  water  from  wells  and  springs,  etc. 

The  supplies  at  Alveley,  Morville  and  Neen  Savage  are  chlorinated 
to  ensure  safety,  but  other  supplies  are  not  treated. 

Generally  speaking,  most  well  supplies  are  liable  to  pollution, 
especially  after  heavy  rainfall,  when  surface  washings  may  enter  the  well. 
A supply  of  such  a kind  at  a dairy  farm  may  result  in  contamination  of 
the  milk  through  utensils  which  may  not  be  sterilised  in  a satisfactory 
way. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  : — 

WATER  SUPPLIES  — BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORTS. 

No.  of 


Supply. 

Samples. 

Satis. 

Non-satis. 

Suspicious. 

Morville  

2 

— 

— 

Tuckhill  Well  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Six  Ashes  Well  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ackleton  Well  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Alveley  

4 

2 

1 

1 

Chetton  Well  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Highley  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Neenton  (bore)  

18 

1 

8 

9 

Low  Level  Inquiry  

16 

4 

8 

4 

Eudon  (bore)  

3 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  

50 

14 

19 

17 

Shortages  of  water  have  been  reported  from  Chetton,  Eardington, 
Billingsley,  Chclmarsh,  Kinlet  and  the  Netchwood  area  of  Ditton  Priors. 
About  250  yards  of  main  (2in.)  was  laid  from  the  Eudon  bore-hole  to  the 
proposed  housing  site 
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NEW  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES. 

The  Public  Inquiry  into  the  Council's  Low  Level  Water  Supply 
Scheme  was  held  on  the  29th  July,  1952,  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Approval  to  the  Scheme  had  now 
been  received.  This  scheme  will  bring  a piped  water  supply  to  about 
twenty  parishes  in  the  District. 

Vevy  little  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Joint  High 
Level  Scheme,  although  meetings  between  representatives  of  the  two 
Councils  concerend  have  taken  place.  In  the  Bridgnorth  R.D.  the 
existing  population  to  be  supplied  with  water  through  the  proposed 
scheme  is  estimated  as  being  2,593.  The  area  concerned  is  a sparsely 
populated  one..  The  amount  of  water  estimated  to  be  required  in  the 
Bridgnorth  R.D.  portion  of  the  scheme  is  158,500  pallons  per  day.  The 
scheme  has  been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Samples  of  the  effluents  from  the  two  disposal  works  at  Highley 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  during  the  year.  A report  was  submitted 
to  the  Council  on  the  condition  of  both  the  works  by  the  Surveyor,  and 
the  summary  of  the  defects  to  which  attention  was  drawn  was  as  follows  • 

Wren’s  Nest  Works. 

Insufficient  filtering  capacity. 

Inadequate  humus  tanks. 

Insufficient  sludge  drying  area. 

New  England  Works. 

Detritus  tank  too  large. 

One  sedimentation  tank  defective  and  not  in  use. 

No  sludge  beds. 

No  humus  tanks. 

The  following  were  the  results  of  the  examination  of  samples  of  the 
effluents  from  the  two  disposal  works : — 

Parts  per  100,000 

Standard  New  England  Wren’s  Nest 
recommended,  effluent.  effluent. 

Solids  in  suspension  3 25-7  8-6 

Biological  Oxygen  demand  2 27-6  6-2 

It  will  be  seen  that  both  effluents  fell  very  far  below  the  standard 
recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 
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The  Council  feel  that,  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  two 
existing  disposal  works  and  of  the  future  building  programme  for  Highley, 
it  would  be  better  to  have  one  new  disposal  works  which  would  be 
adequate  for  all  the  sewage  of  the  village.  As  pointed  out  in  last  year's 
report,  a multiplicity  of  small  disposal  works  is  to  be  avoided  if  possible, 
as  not  only  does  this  lead  to  expense  in  their  upkeep,  but  the  supervision 
of  them  is  difficult. 

During  the  yc'ar  12  new  connections  or  conversions  were  made  to 
existing  sewers,  but  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  have  no  water  carriage 
sewage  system.  It  is  estimated  that  760  hous«  in  ail  have  water  closets 
and  the  remainder  have  other  types  of  closet  accommodation. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collections  are  at  present  made  fortnightly  in  29  parishes  and  weekly 
ill  one.  It  is  hoped  next  year  to  extend  the  collection  to  the  remaining 
live  parishes  and  to  have  a weekly  collection  in  Claverley,  Worfield, 
Alvclcy  and  Highley  Villages. 

Four  tips  are  used — at  Claverley  (Aston),  Highley,  Alveley  and 
Ditton  Priors,  and  an  attendant  is  employed  to  keep  them  in  order.  The 
chief  difficulties  with  tips  are  the  supervision  of  them  which  must  be 
constant  or  nuisance  will  arise,  and  the  provision  of  earth,  sand  or  ashes 
to  cover  the  deposited  refuse.  The  tips  are  treated  regularly  to  keep 
down  rats. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council  employ  a full-time  operative  to  deal  with  rat  infest- 
ations. During  the  year  a total  of  2,398  premises  were  inspected  and  232 
infestations  found  and  dealt  with.  Inspections  of  farm  buildings,  etc,,  are 
a’so  made,  but  the  destruction  of  rats  in  such  premises  is  carried  out  by 
xMinistry  of  Agriculture  Oflicials. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1937. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following  figures  with  regard 
to  visits  paid  to  Factories  during  the  year  : — 

Factories  on  Register.  Inspections.  Defects  found.  Defects  remedied. 
23  15  2 2 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Number  .of  inhabited  houses  3,695 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  254 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1952 — 

(a)  Council  46 

(b)  Private  12  58 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  305 

Number  of  private  licences  granted  in  1952  8 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31/12/52 — 

(a)  Council  40 

(b)  Private  7 47 


The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  include  14  huts 
at  Coton  Camp  which  are  managed  by  the  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

New  Houses. — It  will  be  seen  that  46  new  houses  were  completed  by 
the  Council  during  the  year.  The  figures  for  the  previous  two  years 
were  : 1950  18,  and  1951  12.  Private  houses  completed  numbered  12  as 
compared  with  eight  and  three  in  the  years  1950  and  1951.  The  total 
number  of  post-war  houses  built  has  been — Council  houses  184  and 
Private  houses  49,  a total  of  233. 

Future  Programme. — The  Council  plan  to  build  a further  total  of 
158  houses  in  1953,  of  which  number  116  will  be  at  Highley.  The  demand 
for  houses  shows  no  reduction  and  there  are  still  305  applicants  on  the 
list.  The  higher  rents  now  having  to  be  charged  for  new  houses  will  no 
doubt  have  an  effect  on  the  demand  for  them,  especially  from  the  lower 
paid  workers  in  the  community.  This  means,  of  course,  that  families  who 
arc  in  the  houses  which  arc  most  unfit  will  usually  be  the  ones  who  will 
not  be  able  to  pay  the  rent  for  a new  house. 

Unfit  Houses. — During  the  year  six  Demolition  Orders  were  made 
and  in  some  of  the  cases  an  undertaking  not  to  re-let  was  accepted.  The 
deterioration  of  many  of  the  older  houses  is  a most  serious  matter  and  at 
present  very  little  is  being  done  to  improve  them.  The  limit  of  £100  for 
repairs  without  a licence  was  increased  during  the  year  to  £200,  and  from 
January  1st,  1953,  to  £500,  so  that  as  far  as  controls  are  concerned  there 
need  be  no  reason  why  repairs  should  cot  be  carried  out.  The  cost  of 
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repairs  is  now  the  real  reason  why  landlords  cannot  keep  their  property 
in  order.  Labour  and  materials  have  increased  up  to  300  per  cent , 
while  rents  are  controlled  and  tenants  have  security  of  tenure.  These 
conditions,  plus  high  taxation,  have  brought  about  the  present  state  of 
affairs  and  no  solution  is  so  far  in  sight. 

Housing  Inspections. — A total  of  268  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Building  Bye- 
Laws,  ete. 

The  following  table  shows  the  houses  completed  during  1952  by  the 
Council  and  also  the  number  under  construction  as  at  3 1st  December, 


1952,  in  the  various  Parishes  ; — 

Parish 

Worficld  (including  Acklcton 
and  Hilton)  

Alvcley  

Nccn  Savage  

Kinlet  (including  Meaton)  

Claverley  

Shipton  

Highley  

Weston  

Monkhopton  

Stottesdon  

Morville  

Tasley  

Totals  


Houses  Under  Total  number 


completed 

construction 

completed 

in  1952 

at  31/12/52 

post-war. 

20 

6 

32 

— 

34 

16 

10 

— 

10 

10 

-- 

10 

— 

— 

26 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

50 

4 

— 

— 

4 

4 

12 

40 

40 

o 

184 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MEAT,  Etc. 

The  inspection  of  meat  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  Central  Abattoir  in  Wolverhampton.  This  ensures 
that  all  meat  is  examined  by  qualified  inspectors  before  being  passed  for 
human  food. 

As  to  future  policy,  the  Minister  of  Food  has  stated  that  the 
Government  have  no  intention  of  continuing  indefinitely  the  present 
arrangements  under  which  the  Ministry  of  Food  controls  and  operates 
the  slaughterhouses  used  for  preparing  our  home-produced  meat.  This 
must,  however,  go  on  while  meat  rationing  is  necessary.  It  is  intended 
that  local  authorities  and  private  interests  should  take  over  the  respons- 
ibilities as  soon  as  circumstances  permit.  There  will  not  be  a return  to 
pre-war  conditions,  however,  when  there  were  over  12,000  small  slaughter 
houses  in  England,  many  of  them  unsuitable  in  every  way  for  t.heir 
purpose.  The  Government  intend  to  follow  a policy  of  what  is  termed 
“ moderate  concentration  ” and  this  may  mean  that  there  will  be  about 
300  or  400  slaughter  houses  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  exact 
number  cannot  be  determined  at  present. 

The  inspector  reports  that  the  following  amounts  of  various  foodstuffs 


were  condemned  during  the  year  : — 

Canned  cooked  ham  26  lbs. 

Canned  tomatoes  9 lbs. 

Canned  rhubarb  1 lb. 

Canned  peas  24-  lbs. 

Canned  pork  lunch  meat  : 3 lbs. 

Canned  pork  and  beef  -}  lb. 

Canned  jellied  veal  6 lbs. 


MILK. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1949,  the  supeTvision  of  milk 
production  at  farms  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  These 
duties  also  include  the  supervision  of  water  supplies  to  farms. 
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Milk  Retailers  who  are  not  themselves  producers  are  supervised  still 


by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Inspector  reports  that 

there  are  four  such 

retailers  from  whose  supplies 

samples  have  been  taken  during 

the  year ; — 

Milk. 

Number. 

Result. 

Kidderminster  C.W.S 

T.T. 

1 

Satis, 

Pasteur. 

1 

Wolverhampton  C.W.S. 

T.T. 

1 

Pasteur. 

1 

•• 

Imperial  Dairies  

T.T. 

1 

., 

Pasteur. 

1 

V 

A.  J.  Baker  

T.T. 

1 

Pasteur. 

1 
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During  the  vear  there  has  been  no  case  in  which  action  has  had  to 
bo  taken  with  regard  to  the  spread  of  disease  through  the  milk  supply. 
A considerable  amount  of  raw  undesignated  milk  is  still  consumed  in 
rural  areas,  but  in  large  towns  more  than  90  per  cent,  of  all  milk  consumed 
is  now  pasteurised  and  thus  rendered  safe  from  a health  standpoint.  The 
coming  of  piped  water  supplies  to  farms  will  lessen  the  risk  of  disease 
being  spread  through  the  milk  supply,  but  it  cannot  be  too  strongly 
insisted  on  that  the  only  safe  milk  is  milk  which  has  been  subject  to  heat 
treatment  such  as  will  destroy  all  disease  germs  in  the  milk. 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  27  retailers  of  ice  cream  on  the 
Register.  In  every  case  the  article  sold  is  “pre-packed”  and  therefore 
is  not  handled  before  sale  by  the  retailer.  No  reports  were  received  of 
any  illness  due  to  the  consumption  of  ice  cream.  It  would  be  more 
satisfactory,  however,  if  samples  from  all  retailers  were  taken  at  least 
tv/ice  during  the  summer  months. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  Additional 
powers  to  deal  with  “ carriers  ” of  disease  as  well  as  actual  cases  have 
been  given  by  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Infectious  Diseases)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1953,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1953.  These  Regulations 
replace  the  Regulations  of  1927. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  are  concerned  about  the  increase  of  cases 
of  food  poisoning  since  the  war.  Perhaps  the  most  common  foods 
concerned  are  cream  used  for  cakes,  ice  cream,  and  other  food  which  is 
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not  cooked.  The  standard  of  ice  cream  has  improved  considerably  since 
standards  have  been  laid  down  and  regular  sampling  carried  out.  Another 
danger  is  the  heating  or  partial  cooking  of  food  which  is  left  till  the  next 
day  and  then  re-heated.  Jn  the  interval  it  is  possible  for  organisms  causing 
illness  in  humans  to  multiply  greatly.  Food  should  be  eaten  at  once  after 
being  cooked,  or  what  is  left  should  be  kept  in  a refrigerator.  Canteens 
in  schools  must  be  carefully  supervised,  and  this  is  under  the  supervision 
cf  the  County  Health  Department  who  also  supervise  the  health  of  the 
canteen  workers. 

Cases  of  food  poisoning  are  now  notifiable  and  are  investigated 
whenever  reported,  but  it  is  only  rarely  that  a specimen  of  the  food 
involved  can  be  obtained.  Close  attention  to  personal  hygiene  on  the 
part  of  food  handlers  would  do  much  to  reduce  the  number  of  cases  of 
food  infection. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIONS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the 


year * 

Scarlet  Fever  56 

Measles  235 

Whooping  Cough  42 

Pneumonia  13 

Poliomyelitis  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 


Scarlet  Fever  cases  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  and 
most  of  the  cases  were  among  men  in  the  Forces.  The  cases  were  nearly 
all  notified  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 

Measles  accounted  for  the  same  number  of  cases  as  in  the  previous 
year.  Most  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  December  and  the  chief  incidence 
v/as  at  Highley. 

Two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified,  but  in  neither  case  did  any 
serious  paralysis  ensue. 
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Immunisation  of  the  child  population  against  Diphtheria  has  been 
cairioJ  out  as  in  former  years  at  Schools,  Welfare  Centres,  and  in  the 
children’s  homes  by  their  own  doctors.  If  the  parents  desire  it,  the 
children  may  also  be  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  at  the  same 
time  as  they  are  protected  against  Diphtheria, 

There  were  again  no  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Small  Pox  or  Diphtheria 
in  the  District. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  were  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  1952 

Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary. 

Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

45  48  49  41  183 

NEW  CASES. 

There  were  four  new  pulmonary  cases  notified  (males  aged  5 and  26 
and  females  aged  8 and  32  years).  Non-pulmonary  cases  also  numbered 
four  (males  aged  10  and  10,  and  females  aged  10  and  13  years).  In  1951 
there  were  ten  new  cases  notified. 

DEATHS. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  from  Tuberculosis  and  three  were  from 
the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  Three  were  of  males  (ages  33,  45  and 
50)  and  one  was  a girl  of  eight  years  of  age. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  0-242  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  24  as  compared  with  22  in 
1951.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  lung  and  both  these 
deaths  were  of  males.  Last  year  there  were  three  cases  in  which  the 
lungs  were  affected. 

The  death-rate  was  1-447  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  slightly 
lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  24  deaths  13  were 
of  males  and  11  of  females. 
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Education  of  people  concerning  the  nature  of  this  disease  would  help 
them  to  understand  that  much  can  be  done  to  prolong  life  if  early 
treatment  is  sought.  Fear  of  being  told  that  they  have  the  disease  keeps 
many  sufferers  from  consulting  their  doctor  at  the  early  stages,  when  the 
hope  of  cure  is  best. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Number  of  Deaths 


Cause. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Dis.  of  Heart  and  Circulation  ... 

Vase.  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

32 

26 

58 

System  

6 

11 

17 

Cancer  

13 

11 

24 

Tuberculosis  

3 

1 

4 

Accidents  

4 

— 

4 

Bronchitis  

1 

3 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

All  other  causes  

13 

12 

25 

Totals  

73 

65 

138 

14 
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